
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOEFL® Exam Overview: 
 

The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) assesses the English language proficiency of non        

native speakers. Here's an overview of the TOEFL exam, including its scoring system and sections: 

 

TOEFL Scores Calculation: 
 

Reading Section: 

Tasks: 36–56 tasks based on reading passages from academic texts. 

Scoring: One point for each correct response, except the last question in each set, which is worth two 

points. 

Total Scores: Converted to a scale of 0–30. 

 

Listening Section: 

Tasks: 34–51 tasks based on listening to lectures, classroom discussions, and conversations. 

Scoring: One point for each correct answer, with some questions worth two points. 

Total Scores: Converted to a scale of 0–30. 

 

Speaking Section: 

Scoring: Assessed by the SpeechRater program, an automated system using responses from all six tasks. 

Total Scores: Converted to a scale of 0–30. 

 

Writing Section: 

Tasks: Two writing tasks (one independent and one integrated). 

Scoring: Assessed by erater automatic scoring technology, with a score range from 1 (low) to 5 (high). 

The writing task ratings are summed and converted to a scale of 0–30. 

Note: Candidates might receive a score of 0 for incorrect answers. 

 

Exam Pattern: 

 

Sections: Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing. 

Duration: Approximately 4 hours. 

Frequency: Offered 50 times a year. 

Test Centers: Conducted at around 4500 test centers worldwide. 
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Syllabus: 

 

No Specific Syllabus: TOEFL does not have a specific syllabus. 

Skills Assessed: 

Listening: Ability to understand spoken English in various contexts. 

Reading: Comprehension of academic texts. 

Writing: Skills in independent and integrated writing tasks. 

Speaking: Ability to communicate effectively in English. 

 

Preparation Tips: 

 

1. Practice Listening and Reading: Regularly practice listening to lectures and reading academic texts to 

enhance comprehension skills. 

 

2. Speaking and Writing Practice: Engage in speaking and writing practice to improve communication 

and writing abilities. 

 

3. Familiarize with Test Format: Understand the format of each section to better prepare for the test day. 

 

4. Mock Tests: Take mock tests to simulate the actual exam environment and build stamina. 

 

5. Review and Analyze: After practice tests, review and analyze your performance, focusing on areas that 

need improvement. 

 

6. Time Management: Practice managing your time effectively during each section to complete tasks 

within the allocated time. 

 

7. Vocabulary Building: Work on expanding your vocabulary to enhance performance in all sections. 

 

8. Stay Calm and Focused: Develop strategies to stay calm and focused during the test to maximize your 

performance. 

 

TOEFL is widely accepted by educational institutions and organizations globally, making it an important 

test for those aiming to study or work in English speaking environments. 

 

Sec- 
tion 

Time 
Limit 

Number of 
Questions 

Tasks 

 
Reading 

 

60–80 min- 
utes 

 
36–56 questions 

 

Read 3 or 4 passages from academic texts 
and answer questions. 

Listen- 
ing 

60–90 min- 
utes 

34–51 questions 
Listen to lectures, classroom discussions 
and conversations, answer questions. 

Speak- 
ing 

20 minutes 6 tasks 
Express an opinion on a familiar topic; 
speak based on reading and listening tasks. 

 
Writing 

 
50 minutes 

 
2 tasks 

Write essay responses based on reading 
and listening tasks; support an opinion in 
writing. 
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Extra Questions in TOEFL: 

Why might extra questions be included in the Reading or Listening 

sections of TOEFL? 

Extra questions in these sections are designed for various purposes, such as making 

test scores comparable across different administrations or assessing the functionality 

of new questions under actual testing conditions. 

Do extra questions contribute to the final TOEFL score? 

No, extra questions do not count towards the aggregate score of TOEFL. They are 

included for research or comparative purposes and do not impact the overall result. 

What is the significance of reading the timing instructions for the 

Reading Section? 

Timing instructions provide crucial information about the number of passages and the 

time allocated for answering questions. Candidates need to pace themselves 

accordingly to ensure they can answer all questions within the specified time frame. 
TOEFL Preparation Tips: 

When is it advisable to start preparing for TOEFL? 

It is recommended to start TOEFL preparation well in advance to allow sufficient 

time for comprehensive study and practice. 

What is the importance of equal focus on all four sections during TOEFL 

preparation? 

TOEFL assesses proficiency in all language skills – reading, listening, speaking, and 

writing. Balancing focus on each section ensures a well-rounded preparation and 

better overall performance. 

Why is practicing individual tests and complete mock tests recommended 

during TOEFL preparation? 

Practicing individual tests helps in targeting specific skills, while complete mock tests 

simulate the actual exam conditions, helping candidates build stamina and time 

management skills. 

How can timing tests and self-analysis contribute to scoring beyond 100 

in TOEFL? 

Timing tests help candidates practice completing sections within the allocated time. 

Self-analysis after tests aids in identifying strengths and weaknesses, allowing for 

targeted improvement and better performance on the actual exam. 

What are some benefits of understanding one's preparation through self-

analysis? 

Self-analysis helps candidates identify areas of strength and weakness, allowing for 

focused improvement. It also aids in developing effective study strategies based on 

individual needs. 
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By following these preparation tips and understanding the nuances of the TOEFL 

exam, candidates can enhance their readiness and increase their chances of achieving 

a competitive score. 
Top of Form 

Unfortunately, similar to the IELTS exam, there's no definitive list of "50 most frequently 

asked questions" for the TOEFL exam. The specific questions used by ETS, the 

creators of the TOEFL, vary across test administrations and sections. Focusing on 

specific questions might not be the most effective approach. 

However, I can guide you towards helpful resources and insights to prepare for the 

different sections: 

Remember: 

• The TOEFL exam assesses four skills: Reading, Listening, Speaking, and 

Writing. Each section has its own format and question types. 

• There's no set list of questions guaranteed to appear. 

• Instead of memorizing questions, focus on developing your overall English 

language skills and familiarity with different question formats. 

Here's how you can prepare effectively: 

Official TOEFL website: 

• Provides detailed information about the test format, scoring, and preparation tips: 

https://www.ets.org/toefl: https://www.ets.org/toefl 

TOEFL iBT PowerPrep Tool: 

• This paid official resource provides personalized practice questions, detailed 

explanations, and score estimates 

• General Tips: 

• Familiarize yourself with the specific question types in each section:  

o Reading: Multiple choice, summary writing, etc. 

o Listening: Multiple choice, note-taking, etc. 

o Speaking: Independent and integrated tasks. 

o Writing: Integrated and independent tasks. 

• Practice critical thinking and analytical skills for reading and listening sections. 

• Develop a strong vocabulary and fluency for speaking and writing sections. 

• Take practice tests under timed conditions to build stamina and manage time 

effectively. 

• Use official resources and reputable preparation materials. 

https://www.ets.org/toefl
https://www.ets.org/toefl
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By focusing on broader skill development and utilizing reliable resources, you can 

prepare effectively for the TOEFL exam and avoid the limitations of chasing specific 

questions. Remember, consistent practice and familiarity with the test format are key to 

success. 
 




