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GRE Overview: 

 

The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is a standardized test conducted by Educational Testing 

Services (ETS). It is widely used by individuals aspiring to pursue graduate and business school programs 

globally. GRE is suitable for those seeking admission to master's or MBA programs abroad. The test is 

available at over 1000 test centers in more than 160 countries and can be taken as either a General Test or 

a Subject Test. 

 

1. Test Types: 

   - GRE General Test: Commonly taken for admission to a wide range of graduate programs. It assesses 

verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, and analytical writing skills. 

   - GRE Subject Test: A more specialized test that focuses on a specific subject. It is required for certain 

graduate programs and is available in various disciplines. 

 

2. Eligibility and Registration: 

   - No specific eligibility criteria are required for GRE. Individuals can select a test date based on their 

preference and register for the test. 

   - Aspirants can register for the GRE regardless of age or qualifications. 

 

3. Test Centers and Availability: 

   - GRE is conducted in over 160 countries with more than 1000 test centers. 

   - Aspirants can choose a date and test center that suits their convenience. 

 

4. Application Fee: 

   - The global application fee for the GRE General Test is $205, and for the GRE Subject Test, it is $150. 

   - Changing the subject in the Subject Test incurs an additional fee of $50. 

 

5. Test Retakes: 

   - Candidates can take the GRE once every 21 days and up to five times within a 12-month period. 

   - This allows individuals to retake the test to improve their scores. 
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GRE General Test Pattern and Syllabus: 

 

1. Analytical Writing: 

   - Assesses the ability to articulate complex ideas and analyze an argument. 

   - Consists of two tasks: Analyze an Issue and Analyze an Argument. 

 

2. Verbal Reasoning: 

   - Evaluates the ability to analyze and evaluate written material. 

   - Tests reading comprehension, text completion, and sentence equivalence. 

 

3. Quantitative Reasoning: 

   - Measures mathematical skills and understanding of quantitative information. 

   - Includes multiple-choice questions and numeric entry questions. 

 

4. Test Duration: 

   - The total duration of the GRE General Test is 3 hours and 40 minutes. 

   - Includes the Analytical Writing section, Verbal Reasoning section, and Quantitative Reasoning 

section. 

   - Two variable sections (Unscored and Research) do not count toward the final score. 

 

5. Breaks: 

   - A 10-minute break is provided after the third section (Quantitative Reasoning). 

 

6. Scoring: 

   - Analytical Writing is scored on a scale of 0 to 6. 

   - Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning are scored on a scale of 130 to 170 each. 

   - The total GRE score combines the Verbal and Quantitative scores, ranging from 260 to 340. 

 

7. Variable Sections: 

   - Unscored and Research sections are variable and do not contribute to the final GRE score. 

   - These sections may appear at different positions in the test. 

 

Aspirants preparing for the GRE are advised to thoroughly understand the test structure, practice 

regularly, and utilize official GRE study materials to enhance their performance on test day. 

 
Test Pattern of General GRE 2018 

Sections Number of Questions Allotted Time 

Analytical Writing One "Analyse an Issue" task and one "Analyse 
an Argument" task 

30 minutes per 
task 

Verbal Reasoning 

(2 Sections) 

 

20 questions per section 
30 minutes per 
section 

Quantitative Rea- 
soning 

(Two Sections) 

 
20 questions per section 

 
35 minutes per 
section 

Unscored Will vary Will vary 

Research Will vary Will vary 
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GRE Subject Test Overview: 

 

The GRE Subject Tests are specialized exams designed to assess candidates' knowledge and 

understanding of specific subjects. There are six GRE Subject Tests available: 

 

1. Biology 

2. Chemistry 

3. Literature in English 

4. Mathematics 

5. Physics 

6. Psychology 

 

Test Pattern: 

   - The GRE Subject Tests are conducted in a paper-based format. 

   - Candidates can take the test three times a year in September, October, and April. 

   - The total duration of the GRE Subject Test is 2 hours and 50 minutes. 

 

Syllabus of GRE Test: 

 

1. Quantitative Reasoning: 

   - Assesses the candidate's understanding and analysis of quantitative information. 

   - Tests interpretation of quantitative data and basic mathematical concepts, including arithmetic, 

algebra, geometry, and data interpretation. 

 

2. Verbal Reasoning: 

   - Primarily focuses on Reading Comprehension, followed by Text Completion and Sentence 

Equivalence. 

   - Evaluates the candidate's analytical skills, ability to draw conclusions, understanding and enhancement 

of partial information, identification of the author's perception, and differentiation between primary 

points. 

   - Also assesses skills related to understanding work relationships and concepts. 

 

3. Analytical Section: 

   - Requires candidates to effectively understand and articulate ideas, both simple and complex. 

   - Expects candidates to support ideas with significant reasons and relevant examples. 

   - Involves the examination of claims and associated facts while maintaining a rational and well-focused 

discussion. 

 

Preparation Tips for GRE Subject Test: 

 

1. Understand Test Format: 

   - Familiarize yourself with the specific test format and question types for the chosen subject. 

   - Understand the time constraints for each section. 

 

2. Review Subject-Specific Content: 

   - Thoroughly review content related to the specific subject for which you are taking the GRE Subject 

Test. 
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   - Focus on key concepts, theories, and principles. 

 

3. Practice Previous Tests: 

   - Utilize previous GRE Subject Test papers and practice exams. 

   - Practice under timed conditions to improve time management skills. 

 

4. Seek Additional Resources: 

   - Use textbooks, study guides, and additional resources specific to the chosen subject. 

   - Attend classes or seek guidance from subject experts if needed. 

 

5. Build Strong Foundations: 

   - Strengthen your foundational knowledge in the subject to handle a variety of questions. 

   - Focus on understanding core principles and theories. 

 

6. Effective Analytical Writing: 

   - Hone your analytical writing skills to effectively articulate ideas and support them with reasons and 

examples. 

   - Practice organizing and presenting information in a coherent and well-focused manner. 

 

7. Maintain Consistency: 

   - Establish a consistent study schedule to cover all relevant content. 

   - Regular practice and review are crucial for success. 

 

Remember that success in the GRE Subject Test is closely tied to a thorough understanding of subject-

specific content, effective time management, and the ability to analyze and articulate ideas in a structured 

manner. Tailor your preparation approach to the specific requirements of the subject you are undertaking. 

 

 

 

  


